
 

 

MINUTES OF NORTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH (RESIDENTS) MEETING 

TUESDAY 25
TH

 APRIL 2018 AT 7.15 P.M. 

AT NORTH WOOTTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Councillors Pulsford-Harris, Border, Crome, Kilham, Merrey, Doak 

  In attendance: Mrs R Curtis (Clerk) 

 

1.  Apologies – Councillors Cox, Edwards, Nurse, Marshall-Grint 

 

2.  Chairman’s Report 

 

Cllr Pulsford-Harris read the following report; 

This has been a good year for the village not least of which the refurbishment of the village hall and 

its official opening when residents could come along and see for themselves how much had been 

done to the hall to make it fit for purpose. The ceiling lowered, new heating and lighting, the 

complete refurbishment of the toilets and kitchen and small meeting room and painting and 

decorating throughout. Conifer hedges beside the path had all been taken out – they were 

overgrown, straggly and dying. Bushes at the kitchen side had also been cut well back to allow 

access to that side of the hall. The hall committee is to be congratulated on everything which has 

been done. Bookings for the hall are well up both local and outside the village, and residents 

beginning to take note that they can book the hall for their events.  

The precept for the year was agreed at 2% which added £1.25 per annum for a Band D property, the 

amount per month payable over 10 months being £4.30.  

Quotes were obtained for patching up holes on the parish council maintained roadway behind the 
village green. A temporary repair was carried out until a full repair could be undertaken. The old 

Post Office reported severe flooding every time it rained heavily. They had contacted Norfolk 

County Council and Highways and requested parish council support which was gladly given. 

Further problems with flooding were experienced by the old Post Office later in the year. The 

Parish council wrote to Highways and the Flood and Water Management Team. Problems continued 

almost up to Christmas when the authorities confirmed they would improve the piping and increase 

the size of the pipes. Since then, no further problems have been reported. A letter of thanks was 

received from Ken and Sue at the Old Post Office. 

A fence was also down in Nursery Lane leaving a dangerous ditch unprotected which was on a 

bend. It was eventually discovered that the fence by the ditch was on Castle Rising Estate land and 

South Wootton land. North Wootton PC had no liability for this. 

New building was to take place on an area of land known as 9 acre field at the junction of North and 
South Wootton by Hopkins Homes. An easement was completed and signed for the laying of a foul 

water sewer. NWPC were concerned that the building work could encroach on the Park and its 

access but were reassured on that point. North Wootton’s share of the easement money was put 

together with SW share and used to create a TROD from the car park to the Pavilion. 

Dykes on Wootton Park were full to overflowing with the heavy rains experienced. Work was in 
hand to dredge these out to allow a better flow of water and avoid flooding in the area. Meetings 

were held with the Internal Drainage Board and the SWPC Clerk and Chair. Although the flow was 

good the advice received was to clear out debris and rubbish regularly to maintain the flow. It was 

also noted that the bridges over the dykes could be raised as they were also impeding the flow of 

water. 



 

 

The Clerk had attended training courses on GDPR and circulated details to councillors. Any 

correspondence leaving the parish council now included a disclaimer for GDPR purposes.  

The Council in July decided to change venue from the school to the village hall for its meetings. 
Representatives continued to attend SNAP meetings with the local police but were concerned that 

no minutes were being taken. Vandalism continued on the park and was reported to the police. Our 

local officer PC Natalie Nunn has visited the village on several occasions. The defibrillator went 

missing but was eventually tracked down and reinstalled. 

A great deal of letters and telephone calls were received relating to a bus shelter on Manor Road. 

The matter is now in abeyance until the bus company is able to confirm the bus stop is registered 

which will enable them to track the number of tickets sold from that stop and thus workout how 

many people use it. The council would be looking for a wooden structure in keeping with that end 

of the village. 

Major planning issues have continued with the development west of Hall Lane being approved but 
the development at Knights Hill being turned down. However, the planning inspector will now have 

to make a decision assuming the developers want to proceed. There is no further information 

relating to the House on the Green development to which both the council and many residents have 

objected and letters have been sent to the Borough Council,. There is a proposal for a massive 

telephone mast in Wootton Park which will be visible above the trees. That proposal is now with the 

Borough Council and objections have been sent in.  

The council were delighted to welcome Cllr. Sammy Doak as a new member but sad to see the 

resignation of Cllr. Keir Hughes whose input was extremely valuable. 

Finances remain sound – the village is looking very smart and the daffodils on the Green and 

around the village on the roadside were spectacular this year. Thanks to everyone who cares about 

our village and works so hard to keep it looking good. The record breaking long and very hot 

summer took its toll on the village in many ways. 

This is my last Annual Parish meeting as I am standing down after nearly 25 years on the council, 
most of them as Chairman. I would like to thank everyone on the council both past and present for 

their support, Lord Howard for his unwavering support and help, our residents who have never 

failed to make their voices heard which is such a good thing as it enables the parish council to keep 

a finger on the pulse of the village, and our colleagues at South Wootton Parish Council and the 

Borough Council. I wish the new council all success for the future.  

The Clerk presented Cllr Pulsford-Harris with a painting of The Green which had been 
commissioned by the artist Helena Anderson.  The Parish Council thanked Cllr Pulsford-Harris for 

her work during her time as Chair and Councillor on the PC.  

 

3.  Responsible Finance Officer’s Report  

 

Cllr Border read the following report;  

In the financial report last year I did mention some of the expenses that we would incur this year, 
that were above and beyond the normal. Therefore our gross expenditure to the end of this financial 

year of 2018/19 was £ 47,336 versus a budget of £37,600. However most of this overspend can be 

accounted for by a few large payments that we made during the year. One to the village hall for 

£3,440 as our 3rd party payment for their WREN grant application to ensure that the village hall 

refurbishment went ahead. The second was to Wootton Park to pass on the easement money we 

received from the Borough Council this was for another £3,666. Then lastly if we deduct the VAT 

that we have claimed back then the actual expenditure comes in at £35,966 so this is an under spend 

of 4.5%. However before be become complacent we should remember the unexpected cost that can 



 

 

come out of nowhere. For example we had to pay £804 for a streetlight to be removed as it was 

knocked over by a motorist and £714 for a new computer hard drive, these are items we cannot 

budget for. 

Wootton Park gross costs initially look more than budgeted, however after the rebates that come 
back from SWPC for the year and allowing for the wayleave payment. This comes in at £5,315. 

However I will be budgeting for a similar amount of £7,000 for next year, because there are still 

some major projects that may require some financing from the two parish councils. 

The Council debated the precept for 2019/20 and it was agreed that we should ask for a precept 

increase of 2% this was passed as acceptable at the January meeting due to the ongoing costs to 

replacing our ageing street lights and the potential issues we have with the current Village Hall. I 

have set the budget for this year at £38,000 and will hope to come in just below. 

We start the new financial year with reserves of over £48,000 this is equivalent to a years worth of 
the gross expenditure. This is at the higher end point of the recommended normal range for a Parish 

Council Reserve (between 3-12 months gross expenditure). 

There are a couple of potential projects that will push us over budget this year, these may include a 
new bus shelter & the re surfacing of the access road at the back of the green, but as long as the 

council are happy to sign these off from the reserves I am unaware of any new expenditures that we 

will need to allow for in the forthcoming year. 

 

4.  Wootton Park Report 

 

Cllr Border read the following report; 

This year has proved to be another interesting year for Wootton Park. 

Again this year has been marred by a few acts of anti-social behavior on the park. The cantilever 
swing was broken in May. This could not be repaired so it was replaced and within a few weeks it 

had been set fire to. The basketball hoop was misused to the point that it became unstable and was 

then snapped off at the base. This was taken away for repair. However I am still chasing the offer 

from a local company for a free repair! And lastly the Infant Play area has seen some vandalism to 

the Infant train, where the roof was bent out of shape, this has been since been repaired. These 

incidents are very frustrating as it soaks up money that could be better used on other projects in the 

park. 

This year has seen an increased presence from the Police in the park with the newly appointed beat 
officer, PC Natalie Nunn for the Woottons. We are working with them trying to target the hot spots 

for crime & criminal damage, with the aim of reducing the instances of crime. As always this is 

work in progress, and we always encourage parishioners to report anything suspicious to the Police. 

Some of the projects that have been done over the year have included, two new benches on the 

Park. One donated by South Wootton in Bloom and the other by Picnic on the Park. These are great 

assets to the park and I have seen both of them being used over the summer. The additional Wild 

Flower strip in North Wootton was a great success, it was just unfortunate the crucial months where 

so hot as the flowering was over very quickly! We plan to do it again this year and my thanks goes 

to Nolan Mills for keeping an eye on this project throughout the year.  

The WPA 200 Club is now in its third year, this is another way of raising much needed funds for 
the park, this currently has 119 members with a top monthly prize of £46.00 from this we have 

managed to give away over £1,130 in prizes, and we will be putting another £1,000 into the 

Wootton park account. We will carry on encouraging people to join with the aim of both increasing 

the prize money and the benefits for the park. This year we also joined the West Norfolk Wins 



 

 

Lottery as one of the charities that can be nominated for the 50% of the ticket value. This has not 

been very successful so far with only 3 tickets electing Wootton Park as the recipient for the 

donation! 

I am pleased to report that the club finances are as solid as they were last year. We started the year 
with £2,787 in the account and we end it with just over £10,000. Most of this came from the money 

given to us from both Parish Councils from their share of the easement given for the development 

of 9 acres field on Nursey lane. This has been allocated to the footpath project that is due to take 

place very soon. However even without the money from the easement the accounts would show a 

stronger position with £3,525 in credit. 

The services of the community payback team continue to be of benefit to the park with various jobs 

being tackled over the year. This has ranged from general pruning in the park, dyke maintenance 

and the repainting of the cycle restrictors. As the park does not have a dedicated team of helpers I 

find the community payback input once a month, of great benefit to achieve some of the more 

manual tasks. 

As a committee we still come up against the differing ideals of the various user groups in the park 
ranging from dog walkers, cyclists and football club members. All whom have a different set of 

priorities for the direction of the park, so I would lastly just wish to extend my thanks to everyone 

on this committee for their continued support and words of encouragement. I look forward to 

another year on the park and hope that the weather this summer is as good as it was last summer.  

Cllr Pulsford-Harris congratulated Cllr Border on his great work as Chair of the Wootton Park 

Association and for ensuring its financial stability.  

 

5.  Village Hall Report 

 

Cllr Border reported that the renovation work carried out with the WREN grant is now completed 

with further jobs earmarked to be done.  Additional income is now required to show the financial 

soundness of the Hall in order to apply for more grant funding.  It has been noted that a larger 

electrical board is needed.  Bookings are increasing and the hourly hire charge remains at £14.  The 

committee remain positive and enthusiastic and are looking to form a ‘Friends of the Village Hall’ 

group, being made up of people willing to help out at events without the commitment of being part 

of the committee.  

 

6. Trinity Hospital Report 

 

Cllr Kilham reported the following for Trinity Hospital; 

 

Trustees met twice - in September 2018 and also February 2019 for Founders Day.  The latter 

included a church service, lunch and a meeting at which the Clerk, Treasurer and Wardens all gave 

reports. 

 

There are 6 units, which are all currently occupied.  There has been a £1 rise in contributions.  

Significant repairs are needed on the surrounding front wall and the heating system needs some 

updating – costings will be considered at the September 2019 meeting with an aim for the work to 
be carried out in 2020.  

 

The meeting closed at 7.45pm 

 

 

Signed ………………………….………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date  


