
 

 

MINUTES OF NORTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY 1
st
 NOVEMBER AT 7.15 P.M. 

NORTH WOOTTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

Present: Councillors Pulsford-Harris (Chair), Border, Hughes, Marshall-Grint, Edwards, 

Kilham, Cox, Malik, Merrey, Nurse, Doak 

  In attendance: Mrs R Curtis (Clerk) 

 

 5 members of the public were present 

 

1. Apologies – Cllr Crome (illness),  

Acceptance of these apologies was proposed by Cllr Pulsford-Harris and seconded by Cllr 

Border and unanimously approved. 

 

2. New Councillor to sign declaration of acceptance of office 

Cllr Pulsford-Harris welcomed Sammy Doak to the meeting and he signed the declaration of 

acceptance of office which was witnessed by the Clerk.  

 

3.  Declarations of Interest – Cllr Hughes - Item 8, correspondence in regard to the placement of a 

bus shelter at Manor Road 

 

4.  Minutes of last meeting 

It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 4th 

October 2018 be signed as true record of the meeting, with a clarification in item 5, Law and Order 

regarding an arrest of a suspect relating to recent burglaries in the area. 

 

5.  Matters Arising 

The Clerk reported the following; 

· The emergency services have confirmed they have the code for the Bede Close barrier onto 

Wootton Park. 

· PC Natalie Nunn has visited North Wootton Academy to discuss parking issues.  

· Investigations are being made as to the ownership and maintenance of areas of Wootton Marsh 

and whether rights of way still exist for walkers over the land.  

 

6.  Law and Order 

- Cllr Malik reported he would attend the next SNAP meeting on 14th November and advice has 

been given to report issues as they occur and not to wait for the next meeting.  This can be done by 

phoning 101, make a report online www.norfolk.police.uk or by phoning Crimestoppers 0800 

555111.  A resident has contacted Cllr Malik to say there is an issue with cars being double parked 

on a corner along Carlton Drive, Clerk to follow up.  

- Cllr Hughes was contacted by a resident to voice concerns over anti-social behaviour on Wootton 

Park.  The importance of reporting incidents immediately to the police was discussed, it is 

frustrating that phoning 101 can be time consuming and may put people off.  The best way is to 

report online.  In order for the police to build up a picture of what is happening on the Park ALL 

incidents need to be logged.  Cllrs agreed that a more frequent police presence in the Park is 

required to deter anti-social behaviour and vandalism. 

- Cllr Hughes reported he had been in correspondence with Sir Henry Bellingham who stated a 

number of facts - the Minister of State for Policing and the Fire Service has reached a funding 

settlement increasing investment into the police system by over £460 million in 18/19, including 

£280 million from increases in Council Tax precept income.  This precept flexibility is being used 

by Police and Crime Commissioners to present plans to protect or improve front line policing.  

Since the 2015 spending review, police numbers have been relatively stable and the Home Office 

http://www.norfolk.police.uk/


 

 

are now working with the police in order to put forward evident for the next spending review, thus 

ensuring police receive the resources they need.  Public investment in policing is growing by over 

£1 billion from £11.9 billion in 15/16 to £13 billion in 18/19.  This funding includes investment in 

counter terrorism policing, local policing and funding for national programmes. 

 

The meeting was closed for Open Forum. 

 

7.  Open Forum 

- Residents parking at the end of Rylands Road is causing the ground to be churned up, this area 

belongs to the Borough Council, Clerk to report.  

- A resident who had written a letter to the Clerk spoke on behalf of several residents who use the 

bus service in the village to request that the PC revisits its decision not to put a shelter at the stop on 

Manor Road.  She has a petition signed by 34 people who would like a shelter at this stop.  Another 

resident stated that the proposed plastic/metal shelter was incongruous to a semi-rural setting and 

had concerns over the space available to place a shelter.  She was concerned that this would set a 

precedent to erect more shelters in the village, however it was noted that there are only 3 stops in 

the village, one of which already has a shelter.  It was noted that the bus service runs on time and 

this would lessen the amount of time anyone would have to wait there.  The Clerk noted that this 

consultation of surrounding residents only was carried out as stipulated by Highways.  Cllr Border 

made the point that the PC made its decision at the October meeting based upon the information 

they had, which was 8 objections to the 31 consultation letters sent by the Clerk to nearby residents.    

In order to revisit its decision, as per Standing Orders, the PC must receive written notice from 2 

Councillors requesting a special motion to be moved at the next meeting.  Cllr Cox and Cllr Merrey 

said they will do this.  If the letter is received at least 5 clear days before the next meeting the matter 

will be discussed again at December’s meeting. 

- A resident reported that several residents had been victim of a scam in Frederick Close and Old 

Rectory Close and that No Cold Calling cards can be obtained from trading standards and the police 

to place in the front door or window of your property.  It was noted that this was thought not to have 

been reported to the police. 

 

 

The meeting was re-opened. 

 

8. Correspondence 

Two letters from residents requesting the PC revisits its decision not to put a bus shelter at the 

Manor Road stop, as discussed in item 7. 

  

8.  Finance 

                                       

Bal. b/fwd.       £58,389.70 

 

Adjustment for Chq 001745 entered incorrectly to             5.00 

Cashbook 

Adjustment for cancelled chq 001777 to Came & Co    -1,533.17 

Insurance, reissued as original not received, thought 

To be lost in the post 

 

Less Expenditure: 

Chq Number 

   

001798 Came & Company 18/19 Replacement Chq 

  

1,533.17  

001799 Veolia - Village Hall Bins Sept      53.04    



 

 

001800 Westcotec - Oct 18    250.48  

001801 Total Gas and Power Ltd    754.00  

001802 Norse Eastern Ltd    266.12  

001803 Jet Reach - basketball stand removal    120.00  

001804 Amey - Ling Common Rd Streetlight    250.80  

001805 UK Power Networks    714.00  

001806 Jet Reach - Oct Bins      40.00  

001807 Mole Control - Wootton Park      42.00  

001808 R Curtis - Salary November    462.80  

001809 R Curtis - Expenses      82.41  
 

 
    4,568.82      

Add Income: 

23/04/18  Bank Interest                38.76 

18/10/18 SWPC Wootton Park Recharge                     2,032.76 

 

     TOTAL                   57,420.57 

Made up as follows 

Saffron Building Society   14,170.27 

Lloyds  Gold deposit a/c (Easy saver)              40,405.45 

Lloyds current a/c      2,844.85 

              57,420.57 

                    

The above expenditure was approved for payment. 

 

Cllr Border presented the budget to actual figures to the second quarter with a closing balance 

estimated of £48,272.36. 

 

10.  Highways 

There were no Highways issues to discuss.  

 

11.  Wootton Park 

Cllr Border reported the following; 

- There has been another incident of vandalism where the basketball hoop has been pulled over, it 

has been removed and made safe.  There has been an offer from a volunteer to put it back up which 

has been gratefully accepted. 

- The train canopy on the children’s play area has been vandalised, SWPC are looking at getting it 

repaired or removed. 

- An incident of anti-social behaviour has been reported. 

- The defibrillator is missing.  Thought to have occurred in the last 3 weeks.  The case is intact and 

appears not to have been forced.  Enquiries are being made with the emergency services to see if it 

has been used by them and not yet put back. 

- There is still very little uptake on West Norfolk Wins for the Park.  

 

12.  Street lighting 

- Streetlight at the corner of Ford Ave and Cranmer Drive has been repaired. 

- The light outside the House on the Green was knocked over on 22nd Oct.  It is unsure as to whether 

a vehicle has caused this, it has been removed and made safe, Clerk to contact PC Natalie Nunn to 

ask if the incident was reported.  Clerk to contact Westcotec for a quote to replace. 

- The column has been replaced in Priory Road which had been knocked over by the builders.  It is 

assumed the builders have replaced it, Clerk to investigate. 

 

13.  Planning 

Applications Received 



 

 

18/01832/F – 10 Tyndale – 1st Floor Extension – Support 

18/01880/F – 6 Frederick Close – remove flat garage roof and replace with pitch - Support 

 

14. Village Hall 

Cllr Hughes reported on the following; 

- The kitchen is in the process of being refitted, work has started on the toilets.  Framing is in 

place in preparation to lower the ceiling. Work due for completion in December.  

- Christmas Fayre to take place on 1st December. 

- Turnout for the bingo and farmers market was good, however could be higher.  

 

15. The Village 

Nothing to discuss.  

 

16. Any Other Business 

- The Clerk informed the PC, that the remembrance service at All Saints Church will start at 10am 

this year and be followed by the service at the memorial at 11am.  Cllr Pulsford-Harris will lay the 

wreath. 

- It was suggested that a defibrillator could be purchased and located at the front of the Village Hall, 

the PC agreed this was a good idea. 

- Cllr Kilham reported that the Flowers on the Green property is still experiencing flooding issues.  

The residents have sought compensation from NCC, however NCC are denying they have been 

legally negligent in the matter.  Clerk to write to Highways and state that the January date given for 

completion of the work is too far away and request it is brought forward.   

 

 

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date


