
 

 

MINUTES OF NORTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH (RESIDENTS) MEETING 

TUESDAY 18
TH

 APRIL 2017 AT 7.15 P.M. 

AT NORTH WOOTTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

 

Present: Councillors Pulsford-Harris, Marshall-Grint, Border, Nurse, Tite, Cox,   

   Crome, Kilham,  

  In attendance: Mrs R Curtis (Clerk) 

 

1.  Apologies - Councillors, Merrey, Edwards, Malik 

 

2.  Chairmans Report 

 

Cllr Pulsford-Harris read the following report; 

 

Firstly my thanks to the residents of the village for keeping it looking so good and for all the 

flowers planted on the grass verges not to mention the village green which was covered in daffodils. 

Wordsworth loved daffodils and they inspired one of his greatest pieces of poetry as he described 

them dancing in the breeze, and they certainly did that this year.  

Also my thanks to my fellow parish councillors for their continued support throughout the year and 
the very great efforts they have made to look after our village and its residents.  We work as a team 

and each councillor brings their own skills and knowledge to the council.  

Thanks also to Councillor Will Border and the Wootton Park Association and their helpers for 
keeping the park neat and tidy, clearing out dykes and drains, cutting back trees and replanting 

where necessary. It is very annoying to find that residents just throw their garden rubbish into the 

dykes.  This causes flooding in other parts of the village and park.  The Park is an asset of the 

village and is well used.  Unfortunately, one or two undesirables appear from time to time but the 

local SNAP team from the police soon deal with this and any other nuisance. Please advise the 

parish council if you see any unlawful activity on the park so that it can be dealt with speedily.  The 

PCSO Mark Taylor is adding the park to the regular patrols.  

We still have problems with the parking outside the school – it has been noticed that some parents 

park both sides of the road which is not very wide thus narrowing it down further.  It is only a 

matter of time before a child is seriously hurt.  On occasions the local police do attend and issue 

fixed penalty notices.  The school has sent letters to parents about the need for careful and safe 

parking without blocking the road.  Some does fall, regrettably on deaf ears!  

We are still no further forward with renaming the Post Office. It doesn’t seem to have dawned on 
the post office authorities that it is actually located in North Wootton not South Wootton. It would 

be far better to rename it the Woottons Post Office but as the Post Office refuses to answer letters 

even those from our MP we have hit the proverbial brick wall.  

Concern is still being expressed by some residents about heavy Lorries speeding down All Saints 
Drive, particularly when they are empty in the night which creates a lot of unnecessary noise and 

vibration. We have written to the company which is largely responsible.  

Additional dog bins and rubbish bins have been purchased and placed in the village.  We did have a 

resident who seemed to consider that the rubbish bin by the bus stop in Manor Road was his 

personal bin and kept putting his household and food waste into it.  He has been written to having 

been caught in the act by an off duty police officer who reported it to the council.  This may not be 

classed as fly tipping but it is certainly a misuse of parish council property.   We have also had 

people adding bags of waste to the rubbish bin outside the village hall – this is not acceptable.  The 



 

 

parish council pays half the cost of the bin being emptied – we can always put the extra expense on 

the parish precept if it doesn’t stop. It is residents’ responsibility to dispose of their own waste in 

the bins provided by the Borough Council.  It is not the responsibility of the parish council.  

During the year the bus shelter was vandalised with the guttering being torn down in places and the 
nearby notice board also being damaged.  It cost the council £95 to repair the guttering and down 

pipe.  The council also agreed to source the cost of putting down a hard standing to allow 

wheelchair access to the bus shelter. Graffiti was also sprayed around but the young person who did 

it was caught and a community solution was agreed with the PCSO.  It was agreed the young person 

concerned would keep the bus shelter clean and tidy for 2 weeks.  

Difficulties continued over the running of the village hall which, at one point, was not earning 

enough to keep it going.  Discussions have taken place as to whether or not the parish council 

should take over the running of the village hall.  It is a community asset and a previous survey of 

residents indicated they wished the village hall to remain where it is despite its problems.  

Arrangements have been made with the surgery and the village shop that cars which are attending a 

function can park on their parking area.  This was to come into effect if the council took over the 

hall. However, we are still waiting to see the proper books of the income and outgoings which has 

been requested many times without success.  The village hall committee did pass a resolution to 

hand the hall back to the council but we are not prepared to take it on without access to the full 

books of account not just a piece of paper.  We have looked at the costs of completely refurbishing 

the hall which would be something in the region of £15,000 to lower the ceiling, improve the 

heating and toilet areas, improve the kitchen and open up the little room next to the kitchen.  Any 

major works would need a grant application to either the Lottery Fund or other local funders.  

We have asked residents to advise us if street lights go out (the council pays for these) or if there are 
pot holes etc. which need dealing with. We are fortunate in that we have the Rangers visiting 

regularly and they will normally deal with small items which need to be repaired. Anything major 

has to go to NCC Highways or the Borough Council.  

We also had problems during the year with people parking on the village greens thinking it was 
public land.  It is not – it belongs to the parish council and no parking is permitted under any 

circumstances.  

Residents will noticed that the phone box has been stripped out and repainted.  It is now owned by 

the parish council and North Wootton WI have volunteered to look after it.  It is intended to have a 

book exchange and plans also include putting up shelves, a laminated history of the village and 

some flowers from time to time. The Council is very grateful to the WI for their considerable 

assistance and help.  

Due to the dissatisfaction with CGM, Norse is now cutting the village greens.  Again, the council 
would like to know if anyone has any problems with the cutting so that problems can be rectified as 

soon as possible.  Can I also urge residents if cutting back trees and hedges to clear up the rubbish 

left behind?  It is their responsibility and no one else’s.  Leaves and small branches can be lethal in 

wet weather on a public footpath.  

We continued to object to the proposal to build 630 houses at Knights Hill.  This is supported by the 
3 Parish Councils, Lord Howard and the MP.  It would ruin a visually appealing area and encroach 

on a woodland which is more than 400 years old.  We also continue to support South Wootton PC 

in their objections to the proposed building of 350 houses to the west of Hall Lane which will 

encroach onto the marshes which are the flood plain for the river.  I do wonder if the planners who 

make these decisions actually have any knowledge of the area concerned. I also wonder if the 

collective brain cell still works!  I sometimes have doubts.  However, the proposed building on land 

given to the SWPC has caused considerable upset and controversy – this being the green space 



 

 

between the two villages.  A public meeting was held at which several residents voiced their 

opinion as did our council. Unfortunately, the same consideration has not been given to NWPC as 

was given to supporting SWPC in relation to the other building projects.  

We have also welcomed a new councillor this year – namely Councillor Les Tite.  Councillor Tite 
has been involved with the Football Club for a number of years and this is a good link with the 

football club and the Wootton Park Association he also having been involved with in the Picnic in 

the Park, not to mention his ongoing commitment to the community.  

We also set the precept for the coming year taking into account the fact that the local council were 

intending to increase council tax to allow for funding of social care costs. An increase of 3% was 

voted upon and passed by the council.   

The war memorial surround was repaired as was the bench by the tree. The bricks around the 
memorial were sinking and the bench was also beginning to show severe signs of wear and tear. 

Thanks to Councillor Nurse for arranging for this work to be done.  

 We were also sorry to receive a letter from our County Councillor Jason Law that he would not be 
standing again for re-election due to personal reasons and a move away from the area.  I wrote to 

thank him for all that he had done during his tenure and for his support and also passed on the 

council’s best wishes to him for the future.  

Again, my thanks to all parish councillors and to residents who attend our meetings each month.  

That concludes my report.  

 

3.  Responsible Finance Officer’s Report  

 

Cllr Border read the following report; 

 

Our net expenditure to the end of the financial year 2015-2016 was £31,269 versus a budget of 

£33,500. We set the precept for the year at £34430 which included a Council Tax Grant of £549. So 

the expenditure was below budget this is due to factors, which I will discuss later. Therefore we 

have not have not used all the money from the years precept or any from our reserve. Which puts us 

in a strong position for next year. 

 

Most of the cost were as budgeted. There are a few interesting cost that are worth mentioning. The 

associated costs to the village of empting our own litter bins has been £790, The cost for our 

handyman for jobs to be done in the village was £281.00 

 

Wootton Park gross costs were less than budgeted, we had allowed for £7000.00 and the cost have 

come in at £4497.00 for the year. However I will be budgeting for a similar amount of £7000 for 

next year, because there will be some major projects that may require some financing from the two 

parish councils. This will depend on how much of a grant can be optioned by the WPA   

 

The Council debated the precept for 2016-17 and it was agreed that we should ask for a precept of 

£35463.00 this was passed as acceptable at the January meeting due to the ongoing costs to 

replacing our ageing street lights and the potential issues we have with the current Village Hall.  

 

We start the new financial year with reserves of over £37545 this is equivalent to over a years worth 

of the 2015 -16 gross expenditure. This is at the higher end point of the recommended normal range 

for a Parish Council Reserve (between 3-12 months gross expenditure). 

 



 

 

There are some new expenditures that we will need to be allow for in the forthcoming year. The bill 

for the road traffic calming signs outside the school and the cost of resurfacing the road on the green 

that did not make it into the accounts this year. There will be unforeseen cost associated with the 

future of the village hall that need to be allowed for. However even with all this I conclude that our 

finances remain sound, and our reserves are sufficient to address any future unexpected or capital 

projects. 
 

4.  Wootton Park Report 

 

Cllr Border read the following report; 

 

This year has proved to be an interesting and busy year for the Wootton Park Association.  

 

There have been a few projects this year that we have completed and some that are part of the 

ongoing philosophy for the upkeep of the park. South Wootton in Bloom (SWIB) were given a 

grant by Norfolk Coast Partnership to develop the pond. First of all the pond was cleaned out and 

made deeper. With help from members of Norfolk Wildlife Trust the volunteers worked with 

approximately 90 pupils from North Wootton Junior School who came in groups and planted the 

area and also learned about pond wildlife. Members of Wootton Park association and SWIB helped 

to erect bird boxes, bat boxes, build a bug "hotel" and erect a picnic table with an information 

board. As a result the project won the town/parish council category in the Norfolk Community 

Biodiversity Awards This was a great achievement and a testimony to Diane Gotts hard work on the 

project. 

 

Other smaller projects have included, a coppice clearance and planting of spring bulbs on the North 

Wootton Strip. A general tidy up of the infants play area and a flailing of the hedge that runs along 

the cycle path that is on the north side of the park. At this point I would just like to add that we have 

planted over twice as many trees as we have had to take out, through disease or windfall. The new 

saplings have included two copper beech and an oak, which I hope will be allowed to mature in 

their own time. 

 

Funds from the events lead by Picnic in the Park have seen the instillation of a picnic table near the 

skate board park. It was very rewarding to see this in use from day one. Also there is now a 

defibrillator located on the outside wall of the pavilion. These are both great assets for the park, and 

really show the commitment of the Picnic on the Park Committee. And a special thanks to both 

Bridget & Anita for their hard work.  

 

Some of the initiatives that have been put into place this year are starting to show signs of growth 

and will hopefully become useful to the park. We started the green gym to encourage people to 

come along and lend a hand with small jobs that need to be tackled. The jobs have included 

dike/ditch maintenance and general clearing of shrubs etc. This will continue this year to see if we 

can really get this off the ground. This time with the added incentive of issuing Time Credits for the 

volunteer’s time.  

 

We have set up the WPA 200 Club as a way of raising much needed funds for the park, this 

currently has 81 members with a top monthly prize of £32.40.  So at this level of membership it is 

producing an income of £81.90 per month for the park.  

 

The services of the community payback team have been enlisted, on the first Sunday of each month, 

they are on the park doing jobs as requested, we are starting with the reclaiming of the edges of the 

cycle path! Lastly we have access to students that are part of the NCS (National Citizen Service). 

They have proved very useful to tackle specific projects that just require a lot of people for a short 

time to complete a task. 



 

 

 

This year has seen improvements in the pavilion, with the moving of the kitchen from the back to 

the front and the inclusion of some roller shutter hatches, this will enable a more professional 

approach to the selling of hot food & drinks. This will hopeful bring in more revenue for the WPA 

& Football Club at specific events. The pavilion has had a report that gives it a clean bill of health 

stating that there is no asbestos in the fabric of the building. There has also been a fixed wire test on 

all the electrical circuits in the building. I appreciate the hard work put in by various members of the 

football club with their help of the running of the pavilion. 

 

My vision for the next year is to try to continue to raise funds for the park and then start to tackle 

some of the bigger projects that would vastly improve some of the aspects of the park. Let us hope 

we can continue to keep going with the same level of enthusiasm for the next year. 

 

5.  Village Hall/Trinity Hospital Report 

 

Cllr Kilham reported the following for Trinity Hospital; 

 

There are currently 6 ladies residing at the Hospital and Founders Day was commemorated on 25th 

February where there was a service in the Chapel, followed by lunch and then a meeting.  Officers 

gave reports, two new minute books were purchased at a cost of £1,500.  Maintenance to the garden 

areas and ongoing repairs to the garage, lights and doors fittings were also discussed. 

 

Cllr Kilham reported the following for the Village Hall; 

 

There has been some difficulty in obtaining a full set of accounts, and therefore Cllr Kilham did not 

have a report to present.  The future of the Village Hall will be discussed at an EGM, following this 

meeting. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.40pm 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………….………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date  

 

 


