
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 5TH FEBRUARY  
2013 AT 7.15 P.M. AT NORTH WOOTTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
 
Present: Councillors Armiger, Cox, Edward, Kilham,  Malik, Milne and Pulsford-Harris 
  In attendance: Mrs. E. Wymer (Clerk) 
   
1. Apologies –  Councillors Crome, Marshall-Grint, Merrey, Nurse and Towler. 
 
2. Declaration of Interest –   None. 
 
3. Minutes of last meeting -  It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 
2013 be signed as a true record of the meeting.   
 
4. Matters Arising – None. 
 
5. Law and Order – 
 
Councillor Edwards reported that there had been six break-ins recently in The Woottons.  The Clerk will insert 
police suggestions on how to protect property in the newsletter. 
 
The Clerk had forwarded the Police & Crime Plan for Norfolk to Councillor Towler.  His comments are that 
due to the tight budget the Council needs to be aware that there may be pressure to move resources from what 
may be seen as safe areas such as The Woottons to put them more in the town centres.  Also, the Council needs 
to monitor the number of officers in the village and continue to report any incidents as most policing is 
intelligence led.  
 
The chairman reported that he has met with the residents regarding the skip lorry being parked in Meadow 
Close.  An enforcement notice has been issued and only one breach so far.  The chairman is to meet with Mr. 
Ray Harding from the Borough Council next week to discuss land available that may be suitable for parking of 
the lorry. 
 
The meeting was closed for Open Forum 
 
6. Open Forum – 
 
The flooding on the corner of Manor Road/All Saints Drive outside Linnymead was reported to Norfolk County 
Council Highways by the clerk.  They were in attendance this week. 
 
Mr. Jason Law, the Conservative candidate for the Norfolk County Council elections in May, introduced 
himself to the meeting. 
 
The meeting was re-opened. 
 
7. Correspondence 
      
Mr. R. Brown    Parking on village greens particularly on The Green appears to 
     be increasing.  Will put in newsletter. 
Highways    Following on from last months letter, NCC will now support up  
     to 75% (previously 50%).  Bids to be in by 30 April. 
     Installation of low-energy LED lighting in streetlights owned by 
     parish councils – contact NCC street lighting engineer for more 
     details and advice. 
SNAP    Minutes circulated to all councillors. 



     List of dates for surgeries at Asda stores – will put in newsletter 
     and on web-site. 
B.C.    Warmer West Norfolk – free grants available to those with 
     qualifying benefit.  Will put in newsletter. 
NALC    Norfolk Gardens Trust will advertise village open gardens via 
     their newsletter.   
Ultimate Workforce   Quote for removing eucalyptus tree outside Silvertrees: 
     £475.00 down to ground level + £325.00 to remove stump and 
     spread grass seed.  Total £800. 
Country Grounds Maintenance Quote for above: 
     £980.00 + £213.00 to grind stump, spread seed.  Total £1193. 
Wootton Park    Minutes –circulated to all councillors. 
     Quotes – circulated to all councillors. 
 
It was agreed that the clerk should write to the residents on The Green who have recently moved into the village 
who may not be aware of the restrictions on parking of vehicles on village greens.  The clerk will also insert an 
article in the newsletter reminding parishioners about parking on green spaces. 
 
Councillor Milne had received an e-mail about dog fouling on Wootton Park.  At the recent Wootton Park 
meeting it was agreed that signs should be erected stating ‘no dog fouling’, no golf’ and ‘no horses’.   
 
8. Finance 
     
Bal. b/fwd.       31502.22 
 
Add: 
VAT          583.09 
        32085.31 
 
Less: 
E-ON    683.71 
E. Wymer    430.93 
Westcotec (street lighting)  250.48 
SWPC    976.31 
E. Wymer (expenses)     10.75 
         
          2352.18 
 
Bal. c/fwd.                 £29733.13 
 
Made up as follows 
Saffron Building Society   13325.00 (maturity date 7.11.13.) 
Lloyds TSB     16408.13    
      29733.13 
Above expenditure approved for payment. 
 
The clerk had circulated information regarding the revised parish taxbases.  The Responsible Finance Officer 
recommended that the Council should reconfirm the budget as £30,000 as agreed at the January meeting 
splitting the amount as council tax support grant £880 and precept £29,120.  This would mean an increase of 
£5.50 per household for the year.  A vote was taken:  All in agreement. 
 
The Responsible Finance Officer also recommended that reserves should be held between 75% - 90% to 
provide finance for emergencies, such as replacement lighting columns, tree maintenance, etc.   



 
The Responsible Finance Officer had circulated information to all councillors concerning the Council’s bank 
accounts with Lloyds TSB.  The interest on the Instant Gold account is only 0.1%.  A Business E-Saver account 
could be opened with Saffron Building Society offering 1.25%.  This account would enable the clerk to transfer 
funds between Council accounts only on-line and provide  ‘view only’ bank statements on-line for the four 
named  signatories.  Neither of these opportunities are permitted by Lloyds TSB.  After discussion the following 
proposal was put before the meeting: 
 
Councillor Armiger proposed that an E-Saver account should be opened with Saffron Building Society with an 
initial deposit of £1,000.  Seconded Councillor Cox.  All in favour. 
 
The necessary forms and cheque will be prepared.  The four signatories on the account should be the clerk and 
Councillors Armiger, Milne and Marshall-Grint.  Cheques should be signed by two signatories but the clerk 
should only sign cheques if signed by two other councillors. 
 
The Responsible Finance Officer informed the meeting that every transaction should go through the current 
account and he had instructed the clerk to have all VAT refunds and the precept to be paid into this account.  He 
also reported that after April 2013 the clerk’s PAYE will have to be paid by bank transfer. 
 
The quote from Ultimate Workforce for removing the eucalyptus tree outside Silvertrees was discussed.  This is 
considerably less than the quote received from Country Grounds Maintenance Ltd.  The resident of Silvertrees 
had been in contact with the clerk and asked for the Council to defer a decision until he had made an assessment 
of what damage, if any, removal of this tree this could cause his building.  He had also asked whether he would 
be able to take over this area of land outside his property.  The Clerk will write to Norfolk County Council 
Legal Department to enquire how much it would cost for this parcel of land to be de-designated village green.  
 
The clerk will write to the Village Hall Committee with a gentle reminder that payments should be made with 
regard to the loan if funds available. 
 
9.Highways  - 
 
Councillor Malik reported that the slip road from Priory Lane to Woodland Gardens is deteriorating.  The clerk 
will contact Highways as there should be an edging between the road and the grassed area. 
 
 
 
10.Wootton Park Association– 
 
The minutes from the Wootton Park Annual General meeting had been circulated to all councillors.  The 
election of officers had to be deferred until the meeting on 26th March due to lack of attendees. 
 
A lengthy discussion took place as to the management of Wootton Park Association and the lack of budgetary 
controls.  Councillor Milne recommended that North Wootton Parish Council should become more pro-active 
and involved.  A new chairman needs to be elected and it was suggested that this position should be held by an 
independent person rather than a representative of either parish council.  Councillor Milne will contact the 
chairman of South Wootton Parish Council with this suggestion. 
 
Councillor Armiger proposed that prior to the next WPA meeting, a revised approach to the joint management 
of Wootton Park by North and South Wootton Parish Councils was drafted for consideration by the Councils, 
and he offered to prepare a first draft for councillor comments.  All agreed. 
 



There is no secretary for either Wootton Park Association or the Football Club and it had been agreed at the 
Annual General Meeting that a new ‘paid’ position combining both jobs will be advertised via both North and 
South Wootton Parish Councils newsletters. 
 
The Chairman reported that 100% grants are potentially available from the Norfolk Community Foundation 
which could enable work to be carried out on the park.   
Quotes had been obtained for two projects under this scheme:  
Work on the car park in Cranmer Avenue which North Wootton Parish Council could apply for    and 
A new pavilion roof which South Wootton Parish Council could apply for    
 
After a lengthy discussion on both projects,  
Councillor Milne proposed that North Wootton Parish Council should apply for a grant for work on the car park 
in Cranmer Avenue.  No seconder.  Motion denied. 
Councillor Milne proposed that South Wootton Parish Council should apply for a grant for a new pavilion roof.  
Seconded Councillor Edwards.  A vote was taken – all in favour. 
 
It was suggested that a complete survey should be carried out on the park with a view to providing a new car 
park rather than doing remedial work on the existing car park, as the increase from 25 to 33 spaces offered by 
the quoted works was not considered sufficient to resolve the parking problems caused by the football club.  In 
the meantime, planings could be used to fill in the pot-holes and the Football Club should be made responsible 
for marshalling car parking on match days.   
 
A further quote had been received for dredging of the dykes and it was agreed that this needs to be done.  
Wootton Park Association will finance this from its pavilion fund. 
 
11.Street lighting –  
 
Westcotec had reported that the light opposite The Priory has an electrical fault and EDF have been asked to 
attend. 
 
12.Planning – No plans. 
 
13.The Village – 
 
Councillor Milne reported that work has been completed on the carbon footprint and a report prepared.  A 
summary will be circulated to all councillors. 
 
The Chairman had received an e-mail regarding footpaths to the coast but this will have to be deferred until 
March due to time restriction at this meeting. 
 
14.Newsletter items 
 
Cancellation of Picnic on the Park; Precept;  Dates of Police surgeries at Asda; 
Wootton Park;    Parking on village greens; 
Dogs/horses on park   Police advice re break-ins;   
Grants from BC 
 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at  9 pm 
 
 
 
………………………………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date 


