MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 4th
SEPTEMBER 2012 AT 7.15 P.M. AT NORTH WOOTTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Present:
Councillors Armiger; Cox; Crome; Malik; Merrey; Milne and Pulsford-Harris



In attendance: Mrs. E. Wymer (Clerk)

1.
Apologies –  Councillors Kerkham, Mashall-Grint, Nurse and Towler.

2. Declaration of Interest –  None.

3. Minutes of last meeting -  It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July 2012 be signed as a true record of the meeting.  

4. Matters Arising –  None.
5. Law and Order –

A report had been received that a golf ball coming from the park had broken a residents greenhouse window.  The Clerk will write to WPA to ask if signs could be erected stating ‘no golf’. 
The meeting was closed for Open Forum

6. Open Forum

At a recent SNAP meeting residents had complained about an unlawful skip hire business being carried out from a private dwelling in Meadow Close.  The Chairman of NWPC had met with residents and consequently contacted the authorities who had issued an Enforcement Notice to cease trading as at 23rd August.  The position is being monitored.

Shrubs/hedges in general are very overgrown in the All Saints Drive area.  The Clerk will contact the Borough Council.
The meeting was re-opened.

7. Correspondence
Audit Commission 


Appointment of external auditor – Mazars for next 5 years.

Nadine Widdowson


Inter village games – Thanks for donation towards transport to






Norwich to represent West Norfolk.  Came second out of 10






medium sized villages.

Norfolk Green



Changes to bus services starting 1st October.  Extending 






frequency in afternoons until 16.00 and on Sunday mornings






from every hour to half hour.  Number 7 to QE Hospital to be






discontinued.

NCC



Hazardous Waste Amnesty Days – 29/30 September.

A. Back



E-mail to Jim Milne re signs warning for ‘ducks’ near Roythornes






Garage, Nursery Lane.

WPA



Minutes of 31st July.

NALC



Changes to how Public Rights of Way are managed within NCC –






circulated to councillors by e-mail.

Planning



Plans for extension 15 Priory Road approved by planning 






committee during summer recess.

NCC



Enforcement Notice issued at 5 Meadow Close to cease trading






as skip hire business.  

B. C.



Changes to refuse collection as from 1st April 2013.  Hayley Kurt






will attend December meeting to explain changes.

NALC




Consultation proposing to remove the law that restricts councils 







to  making payments by cheques with 2 signatories to enable







electronic payments  (Circulated to all councillors by e-mail).

W.I.




Reminder – Quiz night on Friday 9th November at 7.30 pm at 







school.  Team of 4 at £2 per team member.

The Chairman had received a ‘thank you’ card from Mrs. Jean Morrison, former councillor, for her gift

when retiring from the parish council.

Councillor Milne had received an e-mail from a young parishioner regarding ducks.  The Clerk will 

write to the Borough Council to ask if signs could be erected and reply to Ms Back.

8. Finance

Bal. b/fwd.







42134.84

Add:

SWPC





335.28

VAT




          1202.38









  1537.66










43672.50

Less:
July payments
Scouts





  50.00

Norse (inter-village games transport)


185.00

Bidwells (report)





240.00

E-ON





661.66

CGM (grasscutting park – June)


428.11

CGM (grasscutting greens – June)


127.55

SWPC





657.52

E. Wymer





430.92

E. Wymer (expenses)




  65.85

  2846.61









40825.89
August payments
E-ON





683.71

CGM (topsoil and seed)



840.00

E. Wymer





430.93

E. Wymer (expenses)




  13.50

CGM (grasscutting greens – July)


127.55

CGM (grasscutting park – July)


428.11

Bridgets Flowers (gift for sec. of park)

  30.00

Westcotec (street lighting – July + August)

501.06
CGM (grasscutting park – August)


428.11

CGM (grasscutting greens – August)


127.55











  3610.52

Bal. c/fwd.






           £37215.37
A cheque for £981.18 has been received from the village hall towards repayment of the loan but has not yet been paid into the bank.

Made up as follows:

Saffron Building Society

13000.00 (maturity date 7.12.12.)

Lloyds TSB



24215.37






37215.37
Above expenditure approved for payment.
The Responsible Finance Officer had circulated a finance update up to July 2012 to all councillors prior to the meeting.

Discussion took place re the NAL consultation altering the laws in which parish councils should be able to make payments electronically.  It was agreed that this was the way forward but that two persons should authorise any such payments.  The Clerk will respond to the consultation.

The Chairman had received a paper trail from Lord Howard/Castle Rising detailing funding with regard to the Diamond Jubilee celebrations at Knights Hill.   It was proposed by Councillor Merrey, seconded by Councillor Cox, that North Wootton should donate one-third of the shortfall (£216.25) to Lord Howard. All agreed.  The Chairman will contact South Wootton Parish Council to give them details and inform them of North Wootton’s decision. 
9.Highways  -Nothing to report.

10.Wootton Park –

The Clerk read out Councillor Kerkham’s report to the meeting in his absence.

Councillor Malik agreed to attend the forthcoming Liaison meeting on 25th September together with Councillors Cox and Merrey.  The Clerk will inform the secretary of WPA.

The Chairman reported on the proposed car park in Cranmer Avenue.  A definitive map has now been received and three quotes received for resurfacing of the car park  If NWPC were to contribute it would amount to no more than £1,500.  However, after discussion, it was agreed that NWPC could not contribute this year as this had not been included in WPA’s budget and had not been taken into account when setting the precept for 2012/13.  It could be considered for 2013/14.

The quotes received do not include wooden posts delineating the car parking spaces and therefore three more independent quotes should be obtained to satisfy our auditors that the parish council has acted with due diligence.

NWPC will ask WPA to explore other options for the car park in particular using land next to the changing rooms.

NWPC will  not sign the licence as it stands as amendments need to be made separating the skateboarding from the car park.

It was noted from the minutes that advertising boards are to be erected during football matches and should be taken down after the match.

The Clerk had paid £840 to Country Grounds Maintenance on behalf of WPA for topsoil and seed.  It had been agreed at a previous WPA meeting that this should be paid from their own funds.  The Clerk will invoice WPA for £700.00 as the VAT can be claimed back through the parish.  

11.Street lighting – 

Westcotec hopefully have sorted out teething problems in reporting faults on line.
12.Planning –
12/01127/F
Mr & Mrs C Ellis

Extension to dwelling



15 Priory Road

Approved by the planning committee during the summer recess. 

13.The Village –

Councillor Nurse is still making enquiries about repair to the village sign.

The Clerk will obtain the brochure for the bench from the builder and pursue another avenue.

Remembrance Sunday this year falls on a Sunday.  The Clerk will contact Rev. Nash to ask how NWPC and the Church could come together this year.

After discussion it was agreed that as the older veterans are now no longer with us the Parish Council should only mark the day by laying of wreaths and not provide lunch.  
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.

…………………………………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date

