MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 6TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.30 P.M. AT SCOUT HQ, STATION ROAD, NORTH WOOTTON
Present:
Councillors Armiger, Cox, Crome, Kerkham, Kilham, Marshall-Grint,  Nurse, Pulsford-Harris and Towler


In attendance: Mrs. E. Wymer (Clerk)

1. Apologies –  Councillors Malik, Milne and Morrison.

2. Declaration of Interest – None.

3. Minutes of last meeting - It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2011 be signed as a true record of the meeting.  

4. Matters arising 
A meeting has been arranged with a representative from the Zero Waste Management Team for Thursday, 13th October at 7.30 pm, the Red Cat public house.  Councillors are invited to attend.

5.Law and order 
Councillor Towler reported that crime in North Wootton is down 29% on this time last year according to figures supplied by Sergeant Flanagan with 9 crimes in June and 12 in July, all petty offences.

Picnic on the Park –  The Police had commented that the Picnic on the Park had been extremely well organised and run.

At the recent SNAP meeting car parking outside the school was again raised and the police will monitor.  It is hoped that penalty notices will be issued for illegal parking to try to improve the situation.

The Clerk reported that there had been petty vandalism at All Saints Church which will be reported to Sergeant Flanagan by a member of the Church.

The meeting was closed for Open Forum

6. Open Forum

Vodaphone mast – A new plan has been raised siting the mast on the boundary of North Wootton and Wootton Park.  Residents from South Wootton attending the meeting expressed concern and asked that North Wootton Parish Council should object to the plan.

Councillor Pulsford-Harris will write to BC, Lord Howard, cc Henry Bellingham MP expressing concern and the Clerk will ascertain the views of South Wootton Parish Council.

The Clerk will also contact the Headteacher of North Wootton Community School and ask Planning Control at the Borough Council if they are aware of the plans and if so the timescale.

A resident reported that a lantern had been replaced in Cranmer Avenue but that the original one which had been out for a long time is still not working.  The Clerk will report to MHB with a map of the exact location.

Councillor Kilham had been approached by a resident to ask the Parish Council whether a seat could be installed near the bus-stop at the top of Manor Road.  The Clerk reminded the Council that the daughter of the late Harry Gregory had indicated that she would like to donate a seat in memory of her father.  The Clerk will write to her to ask if this would be of interest to her.

The telephone kiosk on The Green needs repainting.  The Clerk will contact British Telecom but if they are not prepared to repaint it would they give permission for the Parish Council to do it using the correct paint.

The meeting was re-opened.

7. Correspondence

Halifax 


Matures on 16th Sept.  Interest £1,016.67.  Need to consider options.

Mazars


External audit completed.  

W.I.


Quiz, 11th November 7.30 NW School.  Team of four.

Wootton Park


Minutes 7th July and 25th August.

Planning


Application for extension at 35 Ford Avenue approved by planning





committee during holidays.

Highways


Ranger visit carried out work in Marsh Road, Nursery Lane and Tyndale.

Came & Company


Insurance altered to remove carousel from childrens play area and added





activity train and dish roundabout.  No additional premium.

B.C.


Clerk e-mail B.C. to cut back hedge between Gregory Close and Julian 





Road.





Local Development Framework Core Strategy – Notice of adoption.

Sports Council


Funding for Olympic initiatives up to £200 to help stage own events.

Local Works


Asking for support to propose to government that new planning guidance





be issued to major developers so that they attend council meetings to





answer questions and provide resources to assess applications on a





professional basis.

Village Hall


Covering weekly bills but may need financial support this year.  Need to





apply for entertainment licence via advert in Lynn News which the PC





has been asked to fund at approx. £150.

Zero Waste Management
Meeting arranged with Jenny Cross for 13th October, 7.30 Red Cat if





anyone wishes to attend.

CPRE


Autumn Supper, 15th September, Dersingham Church Hall at 6.30 pm.

SWPC


Telecom mast.  Proposed new location off Tintern Grove on the edge





of Wootton Park

Bill Borrett

Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste – re recycling plant.  Extract -





“It is a matter of proven fact that on financial grounds the proposed





power and recycling plant represents excellent value for Norfolk tax





payers and will deal safely with 170,000 tonnes of household waste each





year.”

NCC


Hazardous Waste Amnesty Days – 10/11 September 9am – 6 pm. 
The Parish Council will send a team to the W.I. Quiz on 11th November.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would support Local Works in proposing to government that new planning guidance should be issued.
8. Finance
Bal. b/fwd.







46774.09

Add:

VAT




520.64

SWPC




674.28
Interest on current a/c



    1.26









  1196.18









47970.27

Less:
CGM (park – 3 months)                                1284.33

CGM (greens – 3 months))


382.65

E-ON




669.20

MHB




250.49

E-ON




669.20

E. Wymer




346.34

HMRC




  69.27

E. Wymer (expenses)



  50.65

CGM (greens)




127.55

CGM (park)




428.11

SWPC




891.58
MHB




250.49

Mazars (audit fee)




342.00

CGM




123.00
CGM (greens)




127.55

CGM (park)




428.11









  6440.52
Bal. c/fwd.






          £41529.75

Made up as follows:

Halifax



12000.00 (maturity date 16.9.11)

Lloyds TSB



29529.75





41529.75

Above expenditure approved for payment.

The Clerk reported that the Annual Return for the year ending 31 March 2011 has been signed by Mazars the external auditors.

Council considered the maturing Halifax account.  Councillor Armiger, Vice Responsible Finance Officer,  proposed that the money should be withdrawn and invested in Saffron Walden Building Society which is offering a 1 year Corporate Bond at 2.25% interest p.a.  All agreed.

The Clerk reported that the hire of the scout hut for this meeting will cost £10 but is not available on Tuesday evenings after today.  The Chairman will visit the Rugby Club with Councillor Kerkham to look at their accommodation but the Clerk expressed concern at the lack of disabled access for parishioners.

9.Highways  - 
Highways Rangers had visited and carried out work in Marsh Road, Nursery Lane and Tyndale.

10.Wootton Park Association – 

Minutes from the recent Park meeting had been circulated to all Councillors.

The Secretary of WPA is resigning at the end of this year.  The post will be advertised through the Parish Council’s October newsletter, also asking for committee members for next year’s Picnic on the Park.

The Lavendar Hill Mob, dramatic group, are intending to stage their own party on the park in August next year.

The Liaison meeting will take place at South Wootton Parish Office on Thursday, 20th October at 7.15 pm.

11.Street lighting –  Covered under Open Forum.
12.Planning –  

11/01069/F
Mr & Mrs P Woodhouse

Garage, kitchen utility room, bedroom and



35 Ford Avenue


ensuite extension

Approved by Planning Committee during the summer recess.

13.The Village – 

The Chairman reminded Councillors that Remembrance Sunday will be on 13th November.  The Clerk will make enquiries at local public houses for veterans lunch and the poppy wreath will be purchased from the British Legion.

A working party will meet on Sunday, 6th November to tidy up round the war memorial and the village sign.

The Clerk reported that Country Grounds Maintenance are carrying out a survey of the trees on The Green and will submit a report and quotation.  South Wootton Parish Council will be contacted for details of contractor who had recently carried out work on Wootton Park for a second quotation.

14.Village Hall –

The Clerk reported that the village hall is required to advertise in the Lynn News for an entertainment licence costing approx. £150 which the Parish Council will fund.  The chairman of the Village Hall Committee has indicated that they are covering weekly bills but still need financial support for this year.
There being no other business the meeting closed at  8.45 pm.

…………………………………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date

