
 

 

MINUTES OF NORTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEEITNG  

TUESDAY 18
TH

 APRIL 2017 AT 7.45 P.M. 

AT NORTH WOOTTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

 

Present: Councillors Pulsford-Harris, Marshall-Grint, Border, Nurse, Tite, Cox,   

          Crome, Kilham,  

  In attendance: Mrs R Curtis (Clerk) 

Apologies - Councillors, Merrey, Edwards, Malik 

 

1. The Council will discuss the future of the Village Hall 

The current village hall committee have indicated that they do not wish to carry on in their roles and 

wish the Parish Council to take over the upkeep, running and administration of the Hall. 

Cllr Pulsford-Harris explained there is a Deed of Trust dated 1937, vesting the village hall in a number 

of Trustees, which are now the members of the village hall committee.  The charity commission has 

advised that if a resolution is passed handing the Village Hall back to the Parish Council, it would 

become the Corporate Trustee holding the Hall with the power to deal with it in accordance with the 

Deed of Trust.  Lord Howard's father or grandfather initially was part of the Deed of Trust which 

would infer that the land belonged originally to the Howard Estate.  The Trustees have the power to 

sell, lease, repair, make smaller, make larger etc.  The Parish Council would not own the village hall 

and it would not become part of the PC assets but would simply manage it according to the Charitable 

Trusts. 

Cllr Border and Cllr Nurse explained as they had been to see the Rugby Club to discuss a joint 

project.  The Club would extend their facilities to incorporate an events/community room with input 

and funding from the Parish Council and this would be used as a village hall.  There are some 

concerns as to how long this arrangement would last and that the site is on the outskirts of the village 

and access to the new facility along Gatehouse Lane is narrow, has no footpath and does not have 

streetlights. 

 

Landles have completed a valuation of the land and stated that on the special assumption that the 

property had planning permission for demolition of existing and redeveloping of a single private 

dwelling or a pair of semi’s, then the current market value would be in the order of £175,000.  If the 

Village Hall were to be sold, all monies received have to be used for the benefit of the village e.g. 

building a new village hall with adequate parking.  

 

If the Parish Council decided to take on the Hall, there was some discussion about the work that 

would need to be carried out to make it a more desirable place to hire, including refurbishing the 

toilets and kitchen, installing a false ceiling and new heaters and redecoration throughout.  It is 

estimated this cost would be in excess of £15,000 and grants could be applied for to fund this work. 

 

The Parish Council agreed that before making a decision, the following would be done; 

 The Clerk will contact Tim Landles and ask the value of the land without planning permission. 

 Cllr Pulsford-Harris will try to obtain a set of accounts and bank statements from the current 

treasurer of the village hall committee.  

 More information is required regarding the Deed of Trust and Cllr Pulsford-Harris will find a firm 
of solicitors to contact who specialise in this area. 

 Following on from the above, a public consultation of residents will be considered.   

 

Cllr Nurse will contact the Rugby Club to advise them of the Parish Council’s current position with 

regards to discussing their project further. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm 


