
MINUTES OF NORTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2015 AT 7.15 P.M. 

AT NORTH WOOTTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

 

Present: Councillors Pulsford-Harris, Marshall-Grint, Border, Edwards, Cox, Merrey, Crome,        

             Kilham, Nurse, Duval, Irwin 

  In attendance: Mrs R Curtis (Clerk) 

 

 

1.  Apologies – Cllr Malik 

 

2.  Declaration of Interest – None 

 

3.  Co-opting of New Councillor 
Cllr Pulsford-Harris explained that David Irwin had expressed an interest in filling the vacancy on 

the Parish Council.  He has provided advice and taken a keen interest in the work being carried out 

on the dyke at Wootton Strip and taken an active role in tasks associated with the project.  Cllr 

Pulsford-Harris proposed David Irwin to the role of Councillor, seconded by Cllr Marshall-Grint, 

the Council was in agreement and Cllr Irwin was co-opted to the position of Councillor. 

 

4.  Minutes of last meeting 
It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 3

rd
 November 2015 be 

signed as a true record of the meeting.   

 

5.  Matters Arising 
None 

 

6.  Law and Order 
There was a police presence on Wootton Park several weeks ago, however the reason for their 

attendance has not been ascertained. 

 

The meeting was closed for Open Forum. 

 

7.  Open Forum 
The light in the bus shelter is not on.  The Clerk explained that the light is programmed to 

illuminate around the time the bus is due.  A resident said she would monitor the light and report to 

the Clerk if it came on when scheduled.   

 

The meeting was re-opened. 

 

8. Correspondence 
 

 

Norfolk County Council The County's Warm and Well Campaign has been launched.  People are 

urged to look out for vulnerable and older residents in their community.  

More information can be found at www.norfolk.gov.uk/warmandwell 

and by calling the helpline 0344 800 8020. 

 

SNAP Panel Minutes from meetings on 15
th

 September and 17
th

 November – 

nothing to report for North Wootton.  Next meeting – Tuesday 19
th

 

January at the Christian Way Fellowship Building, Hunstanton. 

 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/warmandwell


 

8.  Finance 

                                       

Bal. b/fwd.            £47,351.17 
 

Less: 

DD – EON, October       795.47 

Chq 001491 – RBL – Poppy Wreath       25.00 

Chq 001492 – Westcotec – Maintenance - Nov   250.48 

Chq 001493 – SLCC – Membership Renewal   103.00   

Chq 001494 – R Curtis – Clerk Salary – Oct (dated 31/12/15) 444.60 

Chq 001495 – R Curtis - Expenses       50.86 

Chq 001496 – Arborcraft – Tree Maintenence   550.00 

 

      TOTAL          2,219.41 
Add: 

 

SWPC – Recharges       995.03 

 

      TOTAL         46,126.79 
 

Made up as follows 
Saffron Building Society   13,863.00 (maturity date 7.11.15.) 

Lloyds  Gold deposit a/c (Easy saver) 23,859.51 

Lloyds current a/c      8,404.28 

      46,126.79 

                    

The above expenditure was approved for payment. 

 

Cllr Border reported that the precept requires to be submitted to the Borough Council by the end of 

January.  There was some discussion regarding the amount the precept should be increased by and 

potential costs in the future, namely the potential for maintenance work to be carried out on trees at 

Wootton Park.  Cllr Cox proposed an increase of 5% should be made, Cllr Duval seconded and the 

Council agreed. 

 

10.  Highways 
The Highways department have written to residents of Cuthbert Close asking that they cut their 

hedges, Cllr Duval reported that he and 2 other residents had reduced their hedges. 

The Borough Council have said that a TROD will be created beside the bus shelter, budget 

allowing. 

 

11.  Wootton Park 
The date of the next Wootton Park meeting is 26

th
 January 2016. 

The Council discussed the condition of the trees at Wootton Park.  It was decided that the Clerk 

would speak to Tracey to seek the views of SWPC regarding a tree survey being carried out and put 

on the agenda for the next WPA meeting. 

There was a recent incident on Wootton Park where an ambulance was required to attend, but it 

could not gain access to the casualty as there is a bollard preventing vehicular access.  This matter 

will be raised a the next WPA meeting. 

Cllr Irwin gave a summary of the work done on the dyke at Wootton strip, Ryan has been clearing 

out the debris with him.  The piles of debris are still there, Clerk to ask SWPC if Ryan can clear. 

There is a rope and wood in a tree near the zip wire, Clerk to ask SWPC if Ryan can remove. 



The Council are seeking clarification on how Ryan's work is apportioned between SWPC and 

Wootton Park, in terms of job cards and time sheets.  Clerk to speak to Tracey at SWPC to clarify. 

 

The email from Matt Sturgeon asking for the views of the Parish Council on two matters was 

discussed.  The Parish Council agreed to the football tournament being held on the Park in June.  

The proposal from a cricket club to use the Park was discussed and the Council decided they needed 

more information before making a decision.  The Clerk will report back to Matt and ask if a 

representative from the Cricket Club can come to the next WPA meeting. 

 

12.  Street lighting 
The conversion of the street lights to LED was discussed.  The Council is concerned about the legal 

implications of financing the purchase and installation cost with a loan.  Clerk to contact NALC to 

confirm if Councillors would be personally liable if for any reason the Council could not meet the 

repayments.  Clerk to look into the finance options available by a company called Salix.

 

13.  Planning 
15/01553/F 6 Hayfield Road – Application Permitted – 25/11/15 

 

14.  Village Hall 
Cllr Kilham reported that the Hall is busier and more bookings now being made.  The Village Hall 

committee are having regular meetings.  Cllr Irwin reported that there is a drain cover that has lifted  

up at the back of the Hall and there is a metal stud protruding at the side of the Hall causing a trip 

hazard.  Cllr Kilham to report to the Village Hall committee and liaise with Cllr Irwin so that he can 

remove the metal stud. 

 

15. The Village 
There has been a complaint by a Parishioner regarding the height of the leylandii trees along the 

footpath beside the Village Hall. Cllr Kilham and Cllr Irwin have both been to look at the hedge.  It 

was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Highways department to ask if the hedges can be 

attended to or whether they can write a letter to residents.  Cllr Kilham will approach the Village 

Hall committee about the hedges on their side.   

 

16. Any Other Business 
None. 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40pm 

 

 

 

…………………………………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date 

 


