
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 2nd 
OCTOBER 2012 AT 7.15 P.M. AT NORTH WOOTTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
 
Present: Councillors Armiger; Cox; Crome; Kerkham; Kilham;  Marshall-Grint; 
  Merrey; Milne, Nurse and Towler  
  In attendance: Mrs. E. Wymer (Clerk) 
  Lord G. Howard 
 
In the absence of the chairman, the vice-chairman Councillor Marshall-Grint took the chair. 
 
1. Apologies –  Councillors Malik and Pulsford-Harris. 
 
2. Declaration of Interest –  A discussion took place with regard to the rules concerning declaration of 
personal/prejudicial interest with regard to the car park on Wootton Park.  Lord Howard, as Borough 
Councillor,  was asked to clarify the position but it was proposed that a second opinion should be 
obtained before discussing this item on the agenda. 
 
A vote was taken: 
In favour of proceeding with discussions:   
2 for (Councilors Marshall-Grint and Kerkham); 
8 against (Councillors Armiger, Cox, Crome, Kilham, Merrey, Milne, Nurse and Towler) 
 
Therefore the clerk will obtain a second opinion and item 7 on the agenda will be deferred until such 
time as this is received. 
 
 
3. Minutes of last meeting -  It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 4th 
September 2012 be signed as a true record of the meeting.   
 
4. Matters Arising – 
 
Highways had indicated that they would not put up signs for ‘ducks’ as they are trying to declutter 
areas.  The clerk has informed the parishioner. 
 
The Clerk has obtained the brochure for the seat and Councillor Nurse will provide details of fixings 
and installation materials required together with a quote for the installation.  When these are received 
the Clerk will obtain a quote from the suppliers of the seat.   
 
5. Law and Order – 
 
Councillor Towler  raised the question of persons collecting mushrooms at this time of year from 
Wootton Woods for commercial profit.  Lord Howard indicated that he was not against members of the 
public collecting them for personal use but the gamekeepers have been made aware of the problem by 
the PCSO. 
 
PCSO Mark Taylor was in attendance and was invited to speak.  Parking is still a priority at all the 
schools in North and South Wootton.  Surgeries are being held at Asda and the PCSO will let the Clerk 
have dates.  He produced crime statistics for North and South Wootton and Castle Rising.  Two reports 
have been received of criminal damage in North Wootton,  bicycles being taken in the All Saints Drive 



area together with a 4 x 4 and assault on Wootton Park following a football match.  It must be 
emphasised to residents that they should report all incidents on the 101 telephone number. 
 
The meeting was closed for Open Forum 
 
6. Open Forum 
 
The vice-chairman welcomed Rev. Nash to the meeting.  The Parish Council and Church will combine 
this year on Remembrance Day with the laying of wreaths at the war memorial at 11 am with 
parishioners being invited to proceed to the Church for their service.  Parishioners should meet at 10.50 
am at the war memorial and it is hoped that the scouts will be in attendance and hopefully the Last Post 
played.   Rev. Nash will conduct a short service at the war memorial together with a member of the 
public reading a prayer.  The church and parish council will meet beforehand to finalise details. 
 
A parishioner raised the question of overgrown hedges/shrubs along the pathway by the village hall 
which are obscuring the street lights.  The Clerk will again remind the village hall to cut back the 
leylandii and ask the Community Rangers to have the shrubs/tree cut back in the garden backing onto 
the village hall. 
 
Three street lights were identified as needing attention.  The Clerk will inform Westcotec. 
 
At the recent SNAP meeting, posters were provided about dog fouling.  These will be placed on the 
noticeboards. 
 
The meeting was re-opened. 
 
7. Wootton Park Car Park – deferred. 
 
8. Correspondence 
 
B.C.  Alternative technology to incinerator  – drop in session at KL Borough 

Council offices on Thursday, 11 October. 12.30 – 5.15 pm and open 
meeting in Town Hall on 11 October at 7pm to give information on 
proposed recycling technology. 

Lord Mayor  Civic Awards for Voluntary Service – nominations invited for unsung 
   heroes to acknowledge service in the community. 
Mazars  Annual Return signed.  Notice of satisfactory conclusion of audit has 

been posted on noticeboard. 
Rugby Club  Fixtures book and membership card as Life Member. 
Village sign  Two quotes received for renovation - £300.00 and £1285.00. 
Planning  Application received for sitting room extension to dwelling at 9 Gregory 
   Close agreed since last meeting. 
Highways  Community Ranger visit week commencing 29 October.  Any areas to be 
   identified? 
Bidwells  Report circulated to all councillors by e-mail. 
Highways  Ducks – doubtful whether they will put up signs as they are trying to 
   declutter areas 



B.C.  Youth Advisory Board recently set up in West Norfolk.  Sports Co-
ordinators available to carry out work to provide activities for young 
people in villages. 

B.C.  Standards Board Committee – 7 borough councillors, 3 non-voting parish 
councillors.  Nominations invited  

B.C.  Changes to bin service – may not be able to have representative attend 
parish council meeting in December as originally planned due to high 
demand.  Open meetings will be arranged. 

B.C.  Keepers Cottage, Lynn road changed from North Wootton to South 
Wootton parish. 

 
 
W.I.  Reminder about quiz night on Friday, 9th November.  Team of 4 needed.

   
9. Finance 
 
Bal. b/fwd.         37215.37 
 
Add: 
Village Hall repayment towards loan   981.18 
SWPC      909.42 
           1890.60 
         39105.97 
 
Less: 
Lord G. Howard (Jubilee celebrations)  216.25 
E-ON      683.71 
E. Wymer (salary)      430.93 
HMRC (quarterly PAYE)        3.94 
E. Wymer (expenses)         7.50 
Mazars (external audit fee)    366.00 
Westcotec (street lighting)    250.48 
CGM (park – September)    428.11 
           2386.92 
 
Bal/ c/fwd.                  £36719.05 
 
Made up as follows: 
Saffron Building Society  13000.00 (maturity date 7.12.12.) 
Lloyds TSB    23719.05  
     36719.05 
            
Above expenditure approved for payment. 
 
The Annual Return has been agreed by the Audit Commission and notices advertising the satisfactory 
conclusion placed on the noticeboard. 
 
Lord Howard expressed his thanks to the parish council for their kind donation towards the Jubilee 
Celebrations at Knights Hill. 



Two quotes had been received for refurbishment of the village sign – Lesley Parsley £300.00 for 
stripping down the sign, replacement of wood as required, replacement or restoration of figures and 
additions as required but which did not include painting ; Glyn Mould £1285.00 which includes 
removal of sign, scaffolding, repair and repainting with signwriters enamels and lead to edges of the 
sign, re-erection of sign.  Councillor Nurse was asked to approach Mr. Parsley for another quote to 
include painting. 
 
The Clerk has acquired the brochure for the proposed seat on Manor Road.  Councillor Nurse will 
obtain a quotation for installation of the seat and when received the Clerk will provide a complete 
estimate for purchase of seat and installation. 
 
10.Highways  - 
 
The footway outside 13 Wheatley Drive is broken and the BT manhole cover requires attention.  The 
Clerk will report to the Community Rangers. 
 
11.Wootton Park – 
 
Councillor Kerkham will make a presentation at the November meeting with regard to proposals for car 
park at Wootton Park. 
 
Councillor Kerham reported that concern has been expressed about the holes left in the ground after 
removal of the goalposts.  The inserts have been broken/removed and should be the responsibility of 
the football club but it is not known whether they would have the finances to replace them.  As these 
holes pose a health and safety issue and the Parish Councils insure the park, it was agreed that the Clerk 
should obtain a quote from Country Grounds Maintenance Ltd. for lockable replacement inserts.  The 
quote would need to be put before South Wootton Parish Council for their consideration.  The Clerk 
will e-mail the quote to all councillors when received and if agreed by all parties, work should take 
place as soon as possible. 
 
12.Street lighting – see Open Forum. 
 
13.Planning – 
 
12/01405/F Mr & Mrs Oaks  Sitting room extension 
  9 Gregory Close 
 
12/01478/F D. Taylor Associates Extension and alterations to dwelling including landscape 
  The Old Gatehouse and paving works 
  Gatehouse Lane 
 
Approved by Planning Committee.  Agreed. 
 
14.The Village – 
 
The Union Flag will be flown on Remembrance Sunday. 
 
15.Newsletter items 
 



Picnic on the park; Youth Advisory Board; Ducks;  Golf; 
Trees/shrubs/bushes; Receipts and payments; Inter-village games; 
Police;  Street lights;   Remembrance Sunday 
 
 
 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


