MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 3RD APRIL
2012 AT 7.15 P.M. AT NORTH WOOTTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Present:
Councillors Cox, Crome, Kerkham, Kilham, Malik, Marshall-Grint, Milne,



Morrison, Nurse and Pulsford-Harris.


In attendance: Mrs. E. Wymer (Clerk)

1. Apologies – Councillors Armiger and Towler.

2. Declaration of Interest –  None.

3. Minutes of last meeting – The amendments to the  figures as recorded under Finance were agreed by the Council and initialled in the minute book by the chairman.  It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2012 be signed as a true record of the meeting.  

4. Matters arising – 

Mr. Burt, a farmer on Wootton Marsh, has agreed to ask his haulage contractors to avoid using Nursery Lane during the morning school bus times.  Councillor Kilham has ordered a sign directing lorries left from Station Road to be placed on the church wall.

5. Minutes of Annual Parish meeting – It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2012 be signed as a true record of the meeting.

6. Matters arising – None.

7.Law and order – Nothing to report.
The meeting was closed for Open Forum

8. Open Forum

Lamp number 140 outside the Manor House is still not working.  The Clerk will remind MHB.

The meeting was re-opened.

9. Correspondence

Mr. N. Armiger                                           Resignation as vice- finance officer and also as WPA

                                                                    Representative.

Wootton Park Association                          WPA have requested 2 A4 pages in the next

                                                                     newsletter with Council’s permission.  There will

                                                                     also be notice for Knights Hill celebrations.

Mazars                                                         Annual return for 2012.  Accounts to be approved

                                                    
by 30th June.

NCC                                                             Incinerator -  Additional information available on web-site.

Environment Agency
Incinerator – 2nd consultation period with a formal forum on


possibly 23rd April – to be confirmed.

Planning
Approval received for crown reduction on oak tree in Manor


Road.  Still awaiting approval for felling of tree which was


was submitted afterwards.

Rugby Club
Summer Ball, Saturday 12th May from 7.00 – 3.00 am.


Tickets £55.

CPRE
Presentation on The River Ouse.  Wednesday, 18th April


at Green Quay, 2 pm  

Anglian Water
Leaflet re drought situation and hosepipe ban.

Highways
Community Ranger Visit week commencing 23rd April to


carry out identified work through inspections and Parish.

Mr. W. Burt
Haulage contractors using Nursery Lane.  Will ask them to


try and avoid congestion at school times.

CGM
To fell tree and additional work £1309 + VAT (already put before Council).


Revised quotation for cutting back one oak tree (was


originally for 2 before PICUS assessment £420 + VAT).

Norse
2nd quotation for above work £1470.72 + VAT.   


No response from Acorn Tree Services.

Wootton Park 
Minutes

Mr. Armiger’s resignations as vice-responsible finance officer and Wootton Park Representative were recorded.  The whole Council expressed regret as his input as vice-RFO will be hugely missed and the Clerk was asked to formally write to him to ask if he would reconsider his resignation.  Councillor Kerkham also expressed Wootton Park’s appreciation of all his work particularly towards the Picnic on the Park.  Councillor Cox will take over as Wootton Park Representative and attend the forthcoming Liaison meeting.  

It was agreed that the Parish Council news items in the May newsletter should be restricted to allow Wootton Park and the Knights Hill Jubilee celebrations to be advertised.

The Chairman had received a letter from a parishioner who has been tending the area near the pyramid to the doctors surgery but he is not now able to do this.   The Clerk will contact Country Grounds Maintenance to ask them to put this on their map.

The Chairman had received communication from Bidwells, Land Agents, who are working on behalf of Castle Rising, North and South Wootton Parish Councils with regard to the Local Development Framework plan.  The quotation for their proposed work would amount to £14,000 which all three councils agreed they could not finance.  Local parishioners will be asked if they are able to compile reports.  

The Chairman had provided Bidwells with documents regarding the proposal from parishioners offering land in Gatehouse Lane for development.  Bidwells costs for compiling a report would amount to £200 which the Parish Council agreed to finance.  The report should be prepared now ready for submission if and when the plans are formally submitted to the Borough Council.  Councillor Pulsford-Harris will direct Bidwells to prepare the report paying particular attention to the aspects of flooding and traffic. 

Councillor Marshall-Grint had attended a recent planning meeting and was informed that the consultation would probably take place at the end of spring beginning of summer.

Information would be made available on the Parish Council web-site.

10. Finance
The clerk made an error on the March minutes.  E-ON should have been £669.19 (not £660.19).  Therefore balance brought forward to this month is £28837.49, the balance at Lloyds TSB £15837.49.  

If Council agrees, the amendments should be made to the March minutes and initialled by the Chairman in the minute book.  Agreed.
Bal. b/fwd.





                       £28837.49

Less:

E-ON




669.19

E. Wymer




449.95

MHB




250.49

B.C. (printing)




105.88

B.C. (emptying of dog bins)


160.08

MHB (emergency call out for Keble Close –

new column and lantern)


810.00

E. Wymer (expenses to include Norton

subscription)




 75.78

Norfolk RCC (sub.)



 15.00

NALC (sub.)




338.96
SWPC




824.13









  3699.46

Bal. c/fwd.






           £25138.03
Made up as follows:

Saffron Building Society                          13000.00 (maturity date 7.12.12.)

Lloyds TSB                                               12138.03

                                                                  25138.03
Above expenditure approved for payment.
The Responsible Finance Officer reported that the annual return had been received and the accounts need to be approved by the end of June.  An external auditor needs to be appointed and Councillor Milne proposed that Mr. M. van Nieuwkerk should be approached.  Agreed.

The quotations from Country Grounds Maintenance Ltd. of £1309 + VAT  and Norse of £1470 + VAT for the felling of the oak tree in Manor Road were considered.  It was unanimously agreed that the CGM quotation should be accepted.  

A revised quotation from Country Grounds Maintenance Ltd. for cutting back of one oak tree instead of the original two had also been received for £420 + VAT.  This was also agreed by Council.

The Clerk will instruct Country Grounds Maintenance that their quotations have been accepted but approval needs to be gained from the Borough Council for the felling of the tree before the work can start.  

11.Highways  -
Community Ranger Visit week commencing 23rd April to carry out identified work through inspections and Parish.

There is a big dip in the road on the corner of Manor Road near the church and the ditch needs clearing out adjacent to this.  Also the footway along Gregory Close/Julian Road is very slippery and dangerous.

Councillor Milne reported that the kerb in The Howards has been repaired.

12.Wootton Park Association – 

Preparations for the Picnic on the Park are underway but people are needed to sell raffle tickets.

The Liaison meeting will take place on Tuesday, 24th April.

The e-mail from a parishioner requesting a fenced area for dogs on Wootton Park had been forwarded to WPA.  The grassed strips have already been mowed specifically with dogs in mind and people should be encouraged to focus on these areas.  People would still let their dogs roam free outside of any fenced area and dog bins are strategically placed around the park.  The Clerk will reply to the parishioner.
13.Street lighting – see Open Forum.

14.Planning –  No plans.

15.The Village –

Councillor Marshall-Grint reported on the meeting he had attended at Castle Rising re the Jubilee Celebrations at Knights Hill on 4th June.  The three parishes of Castle Rising, North and South Wootton are combining together to provide a beacon, entertainment, big screen during the evening and cricket/rounders during the afternoon at Castle Rising.  The event will be advertised via the newsletter, noticeboards etc.  No cost but donations will be accepted.

The next meeting will be on 4th May.

The Clerk provided Council with details of seats which could be placed in Manor Road near the bus stop.  It was agreed that a green, steel seat would be more suitable than a wooden one and should hopefully be more difficult to vandalise.  A plaque should be made saying ‘To commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 2012’.  The Clerk will obtain a precise quotation for the seat, plaque, fixings and extras.  A local person would be asked to install.

Councillor Milne is starting to gather information from the recent on-line survey and the Clerk provided him with the paper replies.

Councillor Cox reported that Councillor Towler had seen an adder in the woods and this could be included in the newsletter.

16.Village Hall –

Councillor Milne has still to provide the village hall with information on bins.  

It was agreed that this item should be removed from future agendas.
The Clerk reminded Councillors that the election of officers will take place at the next meeting.

There being no other business the meeting closed at  8.50p.m.

…………………………………………. Chairman ………………………………….. Date
